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May 6%, 2025 Meeting Minutes

Location: USDA Service Center Conference Room (334 N. 9th Street, Columbus, MT)
Meeting called to order by: Bob at 7:10pm

Supervisors: Robert Van Oosten (Chairman), Noel Keogh (Vice Chairman), Butch Behrent (Treasurer), Steve
Story (Secretary), Darryl Thompson (Associate Member)

Supervisors Approved Absent: 3 vacant seats
Others Invited: Sharon Flemetis (District Admin), Bryan Giordano (FWP)

Guests: Numerous members of the public and remote participants via Microsoft Teams
Teams Guest: Lane Walker Engineer (Staley Engineering), Cindy Grover, County Floodplain Administrator

*Public Comment*

* 3 Minute Limit * The Public will conduct themselves in a professional manner or be asked to leave. *
Chris Fleck (Fishtail)- Requested the Upper Stillwater Bridge not be reinstalled as-is. Recommended raising the
bridge higher from the water surface. Suggested removing hazardous nails and reducing the number of piers.
Mentioned potential habitat damage and referenced Brian Giordano, FWP fisheries biologist.
Jeremy Roth (Absarokee)- Echoed the need for raising the bridge to prevent hazards for floaters.
Robert Ybarra Il (Billings, MT)- Supported raising the bridge and reducing piers for public safety. Highlighted
the increasing number of river users.
Tim Hedin (Beehive area)-_Long-time raft guide expressed safety concerns with the bridge. Detailed personal
experiences with dangerous water flows (e.g., 5,500 cfs). Clarified that NRCS was not involved in permitting.
Devin Allen (Columbus)- Supported raising the bridge and reducing piers. Emphasized the need for safer
navigation.
Todd Higgins (Billings)- 21 years of rafting experience. Advocated for raising the bridge to ensure safety for
future generations.
Aaron Johnson (Billings)- Supported bridge modifications to enhance whitewater safety.
Mike Donovan (Columbus)- Recommended replacing bulky piers with concrete or steel to reduce hazards.
Mike Hillygus (Missoula)- Referenced a similar bridge upgrade on the Boulder River. Advocated for modern
bridge designs with better clearance.
Remote participants, including Chad Olson, Andy Zopran, and Lindsey Zofran, voiced similar concerns via
Teams, urging consideration of environmental and safety improvements in any new construction.
Many letters were also emailed over the last couple of days.

Engineer and Landowner Presentation
Lane Walker (Staley Engineering) and Dave Ponto (Landowner) presented the current plan and explained

regulatory and financial constraints:

o The bridge replacement is designed to match the original structure in dimensions and materials to
comply with streamlined replacement permits and avoid triggering a new environmental review.

e Deviating from the original footprint would require a new permit, floodplain review, and potentially a
full FEMA re-map — all of which are costly and time-consuming.

e Aredesigned bridge with improved features (e.g., fewer piers, higher elevation) could exceed $1 million
in cost.

e FEMA insurance and other funding do not cover significant design upgrades beyond a "replacement in
kind.”

o  Existing approval is contingent upon matching the destroved structure’s design specifications.
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Regulatory Agency Input

Brian Giordano (FWP):
e Encouraged fewer piers and increased freeboard to minimize impacts on river navigation and aquatic
habitat.

»  Supported modernizing the bridge to account for evolving river dynamics and recreational use.

Cindy Grover (County Floodplain Administrator):

e Confirmed that any design modifications would require a new application and hydrologic analysis.

e Warned that a redesign could delay construction and risk denial depending on updated floodplain
modeling.

Board Discussion about public comment regarding Bridge in Beehive MT
o Considered options: approve as-is, approve with modifications, or deny.
e Acknowledged the high cost and permitting challenges for altering bridge design.
e Discussed potential for community funding but recognized financial barriers.
e Emphasized public safety and navigational hazards posed by current bridge design.

REPORTS

Bob Van Oosten -City of Columbus received an Urban Supervisor Application. Sharon sent an email at my request on April 16®.-"Could
you put it on your agenda?” to the City Clerk. Finally, today I get a response back. The City wanted board vote on that person to tell
them to put it on the agenda. It came from the city attorney, and he said | want to see a board action on this. Because if you view this
under the open meeting law by any one of us or even Sharon recommending them, put it on the agenda that violates the open meeting
law. So we have to put it on the agenda and vote on it next month to put this person on the city agenda so they can appoint them, if
they choose to.

Butch Behrent - Discussion about last Stillwater Valley Watershed Council

Noel Keogh - Discussion since our most recent board meeting about the watershed council offering scholarships to young to families,
paying the family registration for Montana Range Days

Steve Story - No Report

Darryl Thompson - No Report

Sharon Flemetis - Like Bob said, on April 16th I emailed the Columbus City Clerk requesting copies of the Public Documents. In my
email | ask for the following: “1. All of the City of Columbus minutes where the Urban Supervisors where reappointed every three years
by the council. 2. Where it states in the law book that, when the Urban Supervisor is appointed by the City council (mid-term), that they
only serve until the term from the previous person is over, verse that the term starts when the newly appointed by the City Council for
the 3 years. Based on the letter, it states that Ben should have served 3 years. "

To this day, I have not received any of the public documents that | requested in that email,

UNAPPROVED MINUTES

Motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of previous meetings:
April 1t Board Minutes-Motion: Noe/ Seconded: Steve Discussion: None Vote: Approved
April 15t D/H Minutes-Motion: Butch Seconded: Noel Discussion: None Vote: Approved

Motion to approve Finding of Fact:
Finding of Fact-Motion: Noe/ Seconded: Butch Discussion: None Vote: Approved
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FINANCIAL REPORTS

Financial Reports presented by Sharon Flemetis

Financial Reports - Motion: Butch Seconded: Noel  Discussion: None Vote: Approved
Monthly Warrants - Motion: Steve Seconded: Butch Discussion: None Vote: Approved
2025-2026 Budget - Motion: to table Noel Seconded: Steve Discussion: None Vote: Approved

NEW BUSINESS

Open Insurance Claim Motion: Butch Seconded: Noel Discussion: None Vote: Approved

OLD BUSINESS

POLICY: Recording of Board Meetings - Motion: to table by Noel Seconded: Butch
Discussion: None  Vote: Approved

Admin Assistant position- Motion: Noel to approve the request to increase due to workload, not to exceed 30
hours a week of the Asst Admin person. Seconded: Butch Discussion: none  Vote: Approved

Public Document Request Fees - Motion: to table by Noel Seconded: Butch Discussion: None
Vote: Approved

310 APPLICATIONS AND COMPLAINTS

APPL. # Name Stream Project Accepted | Decision
Motion: Noe/  Second: Steve
25-001 Ekwortzel/Broadwater Stillwater River | Bank Stabilization 12/30/24 Discussion: Aone Vote: Approved

Motion: to 7ab/e / Noe/ Second: Steve
Discussion: 7he board heard extensive
public input regarding the reconstruction of
the Upper Stillwater Bridge, which had
failed during a previous flood event.
25-012 Dave Ponto Stillwater River | Bridge replacement 13/31/25 Vote: Agproved

Mation to Approve with Mod - Noe/
+ Sécofid: Butch Discussion: None

25-013 Howard Butler Stillwater River | Bank Stabilization 4/11/25 Vote: Approved
Mation to record Compliant as a Violation -
Berm created cutting off a Butch Second: Moe!
25-014¢ Lincoln Powers East Rosebud side channe! Discussion:See notes below Vote: Approved
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COMPLAINTS/VIOLATIONS

#23- 052V & #23-065V -Krone Closed Meeting with Attorney 8:15pm-8:52pm

#25-002CV - Paula Shemer. Rocky Creek Violation Complaint on Ponds Being Built near Little Rocky Creek
motion during board meeting was to ask DNRC for Technical assistance for the board.

#25-006CV - Lincoln/ East Rosebud Creek Ponds in Stream - Information was provided by a partner agency of
built “in stream ponds” & work done without a permit above Power’s bridge. The SCD obtained drone footage of the
site and showed it during the meeting. The site visit was done on May 1%, with FWP and USACE.

#25-006CV to ask for DNRC Legal Asst. Motion: Steve Seconded: Butch Discussion: None  Vote: Approved

#25-014CV - Lincoln/ East Rosebud Creek berm-closing off a side channel

Brian Giordano (FWP):
They are considered harmful to fish habitat, as they impound water, raise river temperatures, and hinder juvenile fish recruitment.
The landowner reportedly does not have a legal water right for storage—only for diversion or pumping in winter recharge scenarios.
The ponds serve no necessary function and are likely connected to the river system, making them subject to jurisdiction under 310
law. Aerial imagery supports the claim of a direct connection between the ponds and the East Rosebud via side channels, suggesting
regulatory oversight applies.
#25-014CV to ask For DNCR Legal Asst. Motion: Butch Seconded: Noel Discussion: None  Vote: Approved

SAVE THE DATES:

May 26, 2025 — Memorial Day June 19, 2025 - Juneteenth

May 29, 2025 - Site Inspections June 26, 2025-Site Inspections

June 3, 2025 — Monthly Board Meeting July 1, 2025 Monthly Board Meeting

MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING: Steve SECONDED: Noel MEETING ADJOURNED AT: 11:42pm

310 Applications must be received by 12pm seven days prior to the meeting and have been inspected to be reviewed. Agenda items must be submitted to the
CD Office by Noon the Monday before the scheduled meeting. Agendas are available at the CD Office upon request and at stillwatercd.org once finalized. All
meetings of the CD are open to the public. Meetings may be recorded by the district for note taking purposes and then will be destroyed once minutes are
approved. Once approved the minutes will be available at stillwatercd.org and the County Clerk and

Recorders Office.

Minutes respectfully submitted by: Sharon Flemetis /_’_,r
Minutes Approved on_(’_'_a"' zs-&gned by Bob Van Oosten " "
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