Stillwater Conservation District

emtloAl Po Box 48 * 334 North 9 Street Columbus MT

September 9, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Location: USDA Service Center Conference Room (334 N. 9™ Street, Columbus, MT)
Meeting called to order by: Bob at 6:10pm

llwa
n

Supervisors: Robert (Bab) Van Oosten (Chairman), Noel Keogh (Vice Chairman), Butch Behrent (Treasurer), Dorothy Gallager (Supervisor), Lynda Grande [Supervisor)
and Darryl Thompson (Associate Member)

Supervisors Approved Absent: Steve Story (Secretary)

Others Invited: Sharon Flemetis (District Admin), Garrett Larson (NRCS), Bryan Giordano (FWP), Caltan Shimer (USACE), Cindy Grover, (Stillwater Floodplain)
Guests: Katic Young (Montana Trout Unlimited), Richard Sidwell (Columbus Water Users Association, Vice President), Todd Robinette (Columbus Water Users), Seott

Coleman (Interested Citizen), Stacy Hill (Observer), Chris Fleck (Citizen), John Chase, (Citizen online), and Linda Halstead-Acharya (Citizen online)

*Public Gomment*
* 3 Minwte Limit * The Public will conduct themselves in a professional manner or be asked to leave. *

None

REPORTS
Bob Van Qosten - No new report
Butch Behrent- Upcoming event at Beartooth Ranch (Sept 12, 1:00pm).
Noel Keogh - Successful weed party at the Ridge: positive annual report, good outcome at a new venue, not to mention the always a highlight of batch of
Charlotte’s cookies.
Dorothy Gallager - No Report
Lynda Grande — No Report
Darryl Thampsan - No Report
Sharon Flemetis—

»  ““Audit Progress: ** I'm concerned about the progress of the audit. With upcoming deadlines, | need to provide numerous transactions and am hoping fo
hear from the team soon regarding the next steps.
= “"Upcoming Events: ** I'd like to attend the Beartooth Ranch pasture walk and the National Wildlife Federation beaver wrapping project, schedule and
workload permitting.
»  "*Conservation Days (Fall): ™ We currently have no plans for Fall Conservation Days due to existing staff workload and partner agency staffing
shortapes.
»  "“Area Meeting (September 22nd): ** The registration deadline for the Harlowton Area Meeting on September 22nd, is coming up next week, September
15th. Sharon will register Bob and Lynda to attend this year’s Area Meeting in person.
o “*Work Anniversary: ** This week marks Sharon's 8-year anniversary with the district.
NRCS (Garrett Larson): EQIP: Funding done for the year: current workload include fuels reduction, grazing plans, and implementation of accepted grassland Eﬁ
offers. Riparian pasture funding propesals ongoing: Ventenata spraying (final year, joint Carbon & Stillwater County effort).

-]

UNAPPROVED MINUTES

Minutes of the previous meeting - Motion: To approve July 1, 2025 Permissive Levy Meeting Minutes
Made by: Butch Behrent  Seconded by: Lynda Grande Discussion: minutes approved as presented  Vote: Motion carried

Minutes of the previous meeting - Motion: To approve July 1, 2025 Monthly Meeting Minutes
Made by: Butch Behrent  Seconded by: Lynda Grande Discussion: minutes approved as presented Vote: Motion carried

1|Pa




-

==

N
(i

servatio

g

Made by: Butch Behrent

ncial Reports -Motion: To approve financial reports as is

Iltﬂ p

water| Stillwater Conservation District
Po Box 48 * 334 North 9t Street Columbus MT

Minutes of the previous meeting - Motion: To approve July 15, 2025 Special Meeting Minutes
Seconded by: Lynda Grande Discussion: minutes approved as presented

FINANCIAL REPORTS

Made by: Butch Behrent

cussion: All reports reviewed/accepted: July-August operating summaries.  Vote: Motion carried

pnthly Warrants- Motion: To approved warrants as presented  Made by: Dorathy Gallager
ayment of checks, including expenses for software subscriptions, office supplies, website renewal, and security bonds.

L

Made hy: Noel Keogh Seconded by: Lynda Grande

NEW BUSINESS

lumbus Water User's Association Request for Sponsorship -  Motion: To sponsor Columbus Water Users Association’s planning grant application.

neral/DNRC to provide legal support on litigation (all three denied). Vote: Motion carried

Vote: Motion carried

Secanded by: Noel Keogh

planning grant would provide full scope assessment and open the door to construction funding. Vote: Motion carried

Seconded by: Butch Behrent Discussion: Reviewed /accepted

Vote: Motion carried

od event exacerbated the situation. Physical decay (system dating to 1930s); silt and safety issues: head gates are difficult to operate (require 2 strong people);
tential for environmental risk if not corrected (especially if spill response is needed). Access problems: original bridge access removed without notice; current
cess only by temporary railroad permit (can be revoked any time); access over DOT land has logistical & safety implications. Maintenance hacklog: Vegetation,
pe removal, seeps causing safety issues, ditch cleaning. Uncertainty about the status of Merrill Ditch (affiliated maintenance agreement, responsibility ratio). The

Conservation Districts Accountability Assessment Review - Motion: To approve accountability assessment document based on discussion.  Made by: Noel Keagh
Sjcnnded by: Butch Behrent. Discussion: Statutory review completed and accepted: policy clarified for mileage reimbursement, and updates on audit progress.
ted need to review insurance coverage in future cycles. Board and Staff to amend comments on request for Stillwater County Attorney/Montana Attorney

.- Motion: To table the Local Working Group meeting until April 2026

Discussion: Garrett Larson (NRCS) provided program updates. Discussion was held about the timing of the
Lacal Working Group meeting, Due to lack of guidance from the state and Farm Bill uncertainty, it was recommended to delay NRCS will coordinate meeting
logistics and agenda once the state office provides needed guidance; district will handle calling and refreshments. Yote: Motion carried

Surety Bond Policy - Motion: Approved the policy outlining the security bond for board members and the district administrator. Made by: Noel Keogh Seconded

by: Dorothy Gallager Discussion: none  Vote: Motion carried
OLD BUSINESS
Npne
310 APPLICATIONS AND COMPLAINTS
APPL. # Name Stream Project Accepted Decision
Motion: To table -Lynda  Second: Dorothy
25-022F Todd & Gina Gahagan W. Rosebud Ck Beaver Dam Removal 6/24/25 Discussion:waiting for phots Vote: Mation carried
Mation: Approve as is -Bob  Second: Butch
Discussion: Emergency fill wark with native
material next to the spillway, work complete, team
25-023F Cove Irrigation Company Yellowstone replace material that washed | B8/6/25 verified. Vote: Motion carried
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Motion: Approve as is -Bob  Second: Buich
Discussion: Emergency maintenance (expirad

Emergency to get water to permit), rebuilt access to side channel for water
25-024F Stillwater Golf & Recreation Yellowstane pumphouse 8/14/25 use Vote: Motion carried

Maintenance permit to get Motion: Approve 3-year maintenance permit +Bob
25-025M Stillwater Golf & Recreation Yellowstone water to pumphouse 8/14/25 Second: Dorothy Discussion: last m/permit was for

2 years. Stillwater golf requested this one to be for
3 years, if possible  Yote: Motion carried

Motion: Approve w/Mod -Bob  Second: Dorathy
25-028 Mantana Rail Link Yellowstone Pier Remaval 8/18/25 Discussion: Removal of old bridge pier: concern
about impact on water user diversion; work t
oceur at low water, must restare riverbed to pre-
project condition. Approved with Modifications
includes reguirement ta refurn gravel/materials to
previgus condition and aveid meund-ups. Noted:

Will alsg require DEQ/Section 31, ﬁ'm‘fﬂ!

Motion: Approve w/Mod -Bob Second: Dorathy
25-027 Steve Blank Stillwater River Riprap (new and repair old) 8/2/25 Discussion: Riprap to protect house near the
Stillwater, involves maintenance and new work
Team discussed ongoing concern abaut restrigted
side channel on and near the neighbors upstrpam.
Approved with Modifications - Fplicif
requirement not to block existing side chanmel and
to key in rigrap as. Noted: Wil alse reguire
HEQ/Section 318 as FWP did not isswe one. Vote:

Motion carried
West Fork of Mution: Approve w/Mod -Bab Second: Doroth
25-028 Noel Keogh Stillwater Riprap repair /log jam 9/2/25 Discussion: Preventative work on cattie brid

abutments, removal of debris/jams
upstream/dewnstream in side channel. Approved
with Modifications: Key-in rock under bridge,
minimize encroachment, ensure side channel flood
capacity is protected. Vote: Motion carried, Npel
Abstains this vote

COMPLAINTS/VIOLATIONS
#23- 052V & 23-065V -Krone - Motion: To refer the Krone violation to the DNRC attorney ta file for contempt of court action immediately. Made by: Neel
Keogh. Seconded by: Dorothy Gallagher. Discussion: Unpermitted construction of a boat ramp (ramp claimed by landowner as pre-existing cattle access). Histori
and current aerial imagery (via state archives, Google Street View, LIDAR) confirms work done without a permit. The court order required engineered 310
application for restoration to pre-existing state, due by September 2, 2025: applicant (Krone) failed to appear or comply. The board expressed frustration at lac

of cooperation fram Ms. Krone over two years, the risk to nearby bridge, and importance of not setting precedents. The Board carefully reviewed the attorney's
recommendation: options included brief extension, however board members opposed further delay. The Board also reviewed prior to the meeting, timeline
attempted cooperation and non-compliance by landowner for legal file. Vote: Motion carried

#25-002CV -Shemer Ponds near Rocky Creek- Motion: To close out the Pand vialation with no fines assessed.

Made by: Noel Keogh Seconded by: Butch Behrent Discussion: Construction of ponds near creek; concerns about effect on groundwater/alluvial flow; ponds
within 8-10 feet of creek. The landowner stopped work after receipt of cease-and-desist order; has not submitted new 310 application as requested. Given that
the ponds (potential connection to stream) have not caused clear adverse effect and work halted, and that other agencies (DNRC, DEQ) are separately involved fo
compliance, the board closed out the violation with no fine. Vote: Motion carried
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#'2_‘ 5-D06CY - Lincaln Ponds on Stillwater River side channel- Motion: Violation #1 To require a preliminary restoration plan/commitment by Sept. 30,

|
2025. Plan must be prepared by a qualified stream restoration specialist (SRS) and cease work order to be sought through the court process immediately, with
sarvice by sheriff if necessary. Letters/certified mail to be sent ASAP.  Made by: Noel Keogh. Seconded by: Dot Gallagher. Discussion: the hoard and ather
permitting agencies discussed the constructed berms impounding water, impacting downstream and ecology. Vote: Motion carried

#25-006CV - Lincoln Ponds on Stillwater River side channel Motion: Violation #1 To fine $1,580 Made by: Noe! Keagh. Seconded by: Butch Behrent
Discussion: Fine is based on 133 days out of compliance and staff/board processing time. Vote: Motion carried

#25-014CV - Lincoln Powers- berm-closing off a side channel - Motion: Violation #2 To require a preliminary resteration plan/commitment by Sept. 30,
2¢25. Plan must be prepared by a qualified stream restoration specialist (SRS). Made by: Lynda Grande Seconded by: Noel Keogh Discussion: Separate area and
cqmplaint date is the reason for the second violation. Letters/certified mail to be sent ASAP.  Vote: Motion carried

|

#25-014CV - Lincaln Powers- herm-closing off a side channel- Motion: Violation #2 To fine S652 Made by: Noel Keogh Seconded by: Butch Behrent
Discussion: fine of $652 for time spent by board and staff on enforcement Vote: Motion carried

SAVE THE DATES:
| 9/11/25-8VWC Pasture Walk 10/13/25-Holiday Office Closed 11/11/25& 11/21/25-Holiday Office Closed
| 10/7/25 Monthly Board Meeting 11/4/25 Monthly Board Meeting | 12/2/25 Monthly Board Meeting

|
MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING: Noel Keogh SECONDED :Dorothy Gallager MEETING ADJOURNED AT: 9:45pm

10 Applications must be received by 12pm seven days prior to the meeting and have been inspected to be reviewed. Agenda items must be submitted to the 0D Office by Noan the Monday before the scheduled
meeting. Agendas are available at the OO Office upon request and at stillwatercd.org once finalized. All meotings of the C8 are apen ta the public. Once approved the minutes witl be available at stillwatercd org and
the Caunty Clerk and Recorders Office.

Al Meetings with SCO will be recorded and the recording is 2 fool to hefp the SCOBS ar SCOA with the creation of meeting minutes, only. Audio recordings of any meeting with the SC0 will to be retained
untll after the minutes of that particular meeting have been adopted by the SCO Board. This will allow space far future audip recording

Minutes respectfully submitted by Sharan Flemetis Wé’r//
Minutes Auﬁé 7 5 Signed hy Boh Van Dosten

4|. 1 Qe



