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April 1%, 2025 becl"a“rato'ry Ruling Mih-utes

Stillwater Conservation District
Po Box 48 * 334 North 9t Street Columbus MT
406-322-5359 ext 101 * sharon.flemetis@mt.nacdnet.net

i\ o R _
lIwater-
nservation

Location: USDA Service Center Conference Room (334 N. 9th Street, Columbus, MT)

Meeting called to order by: Bob at 5:01pm

Introduction of Ben Walker as the Hearing Officer

Sllpel'ViSOI‘S: Robert Van Oosten (Chairman), Noel Keogh (Vice Chairman), Butch Behrent (Treasurer), Steve Story
(Secretary), Darryl Thompson (Associate Member)

Supervisors Approved Absent: 3 vacant seats

Others Invited: sharon Flemetis (District Admin), Bryan Giordano (FWP), Benjamin Sudduth (Counsel for Petitioners,
Simmons)

Guests:

Hearing Office’s Findings

1.) As Per Model Rule 9 Application Process Section 1 the applicant is responsible for providing sufficient information
for the supervisors to make a reasonable determination to approve, modify, or deny the application. Incomplete
applications may not be accepted. To be complete, the information submitted must be credible and all of the necessary
parts of the form filled in with the required information. Information to be provided by the applicant must include, but
is not limited to:

{a) The location of the project; was supplied

(b) The purpose of the project; was supplied

(c) A detailed description of how the project will be accomplished; was supplied

(d) Project plans and drawings; the supplied map was sufficient

(e) Maps of the project site; was supplied

(f) Proposed dates of project development or construction; annual maintenance permit was applied for

(g) Length of time to complete the project; annual maintenance permit was applied for

(h) If required by the district, engineering plans. Not Required

The ication satisfie ese requirements an accepted on 8/18/2023 by the previous Admi
Assistant.

2.) As Per Model Rule 9 Section 3 B Plans of Operation. If a person is submitting an application for an activity that is
conducted annually, such as maintenance of a bridge, culvert, or irrigation structure, the applicant may submit a plan
of operation to the district. The district may approve the annual activity for a period of up to 10 years as described in
Rule 10, Decision. Plans of operation that have been approved are subject to annual inspection by the district. In
addition to indicating on Form 270 that the activity will be done on an annual basis, the applicant will provide the
following information to the conservation district:

(a) The reason for on-going activity and why it is necessary; was supplied

(b) Time of year -- the dates for which the activity will start and be completed each year, including the

number of days the activity will take place; was supplied in a manner commonly accepted for maintenance

permits

(c) Where the activity will take place; was supplied

(d) How often the activity will take place; was supplied in a manner commonly accepted for maintenance

permits

(e) An explanation, in detail, of how the activity will take place; was supplied

(f) An explanation of how the applicant will keep soil erosion and sedimentation to a minimum. This question

is not included on the approved SCD Annual Ditch Maintenance Plan application
The Annual Ditch Maintenance Plan was submitted with ication and fulfilled all of the requirements.
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3.) The box stating the Team Member Report is included with the permit is checked, yet no team member report was
included with the paperwork. These letters are created on a template where the box is pre-checked as it is standard
procedure to do a site inspection. However, the Board does not remember inspecting this site for this application as
they had previously visited the site due to emergency work done because of the historic 2022 flood.

4.) On September 5th, 2023, at the regularly scheduled SCD board meeting the application was presented for
consideration. Robert Van Oosten motioned to approve the maintenance permit for 5 years, Noel Keogh seconded, the
quorum voted to approve.

5.) On December 23, 2024, I visited the location of the permit and Mr. Simmons was present. | observed that the site
was in the expected condition after the work that was done during the emergency created by the flood of 2022. An
expected level of erosion has occurred due to the 2024 high water event.

6.) On January 4th, 2025, | visited the headgate location of the permit with members of the Agency Ditch to discuss
alternatives. We concluded that the current plan is the least invasive versus any alternatives.

7.) I confirmed with Agency Ditch Representative, Terrill Ostrum, that the ditch has not performed any work under
this maintenance permit as it has not been needed.

8.) I observed that the location of the current diversion is needed to supply the ditch with water. The area below

Powers Bridge is unstable and not a suitable an alternative diversion at this time. The 2022 flood did extreme damage
to the main channel bank in this area.

Board of Supervisor's Ruling

MOTION TO LEAVE PERMIT NUMBER 23-066 IN EFFECT UNTIL IT EXPIRES ON 09/20/2028: STEVE
SECONDED BY NOEL

DISCUSSION: The Annual Ditch Maintenance Plan that was submitted with the application is for the purpose of
getting irrigation water to the Agency Ditch Headgate.

VOTE: APPROVED

MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING: Noel
SECONDED: Steve
MEETING ADJOURNED AT: 5:28pm

All Meeting with SCD will be recorded and the recording is a tool to help the SCDBS or SCDA with the creation of meeting minutes, only. Audio recordings of any meeting
with the SCD will to be retained until after the minutes of that particular meeting have been adopted by the SCD Board. This will allow space for future audio recording.
Meetings may be recgrded by the district for note taking purposes and then will be destroyed once minutes are approved. Once approved the minutes will be
available at stillwatgicd.org and the County Clerk and Recorders Office.
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