Stillwater Conservation District
Po Box 48 * 334 North 9" Street Columbus MT
406-322-5359 ext 101 * sharon.flemetis@mt.nacdnet.net
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March 4th, 2025 Minutes

Location: USDA Service Center Conference Room (334 N. 9th Street, Columbus, MT)
Meeting called to order by: Bob at 6:02pm

Supervisors: Robert Van Oosten (Chairman), Noel Keogh (Vice Chairman), Butch Behrent (Treasurer), Steve Story
(Secretary), Darryl Thompson (Associate Member]

Supervisors Approved Absent:

Others Invited: Sharon Flemetis (District Admin), Celeste Barnett (310/Volunteer Coordinator), Garrett
Larson (NRCS),

Guests: Jacqueline Papez (CCD Attorney), Alex Nixon (Carbon County Attorney), Doug Harrington, Clinton
Giesick (CCD Board Member), Aimee Bailey(CCD Admin)

Consent Agenda ltems - Adopted

1. Previous Meeting Minutes 4. Reports
2. Grant Update 5. Violation Updates
3. Education & Outreach

*Public Comment* * 3 Minute Limit * The Public will conduct themselves in a professional manner or be asked to leave.*
Mr. Hertzler & Ms. Shemer were present to explain their pond project. They have been out of town
but received the cease & desist letter along with a letter from DEQ. Mr. Hertzler stated that he will
be turning in an application for a 310 permit, and he plans on following the rules. He does not
appreciate the complaints that have been made, and he did not approve of a drone flying on his
property. He does not believe he has done anything wrong and plans to follow the rules.

REPORTS

= Bob Van Oosten - Planning Board was cancelled last month; next meeting is tomorrow.

= Butch Behrent - No Report

= Noel Keogh - Attended the Soil Health workshop in Billings. There was a lot of information
on human and animal nutrition. During the SYWC 3Ws conference in June they will have soil
health demonstrations.

=  Steve Story - No Report

= Darryl Thompson - No Report

®  Garrett Larson - Montana NRCS has lost 22 employees in the federal cuts, 9 more have
retired. Most of their funding is currently frozen but some sage grouse & community ag
programs are starting to be funded. Currently they are trying to work efficiently on projects
that are likely to be funded.

= Sharon Flemetis - There will be a possible government shutdown on 3/14/25. She &
Celeste have compiled a list of duties they can perform from home. If the shutdown
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happens, we will have no access to the office or her government computer, email, and phone
lines. She is working to backup documents from her government computer so that she will
have access to them if needed. The District will not shutdown and will continue to operate
remotely.

= Celeste Barnett - No Report

FINANCIAL REPORTS

Presented by Sharon Flemetis Motion to approve the report and pay warrants: Noel
Seconded: Steve Discussion: None Vote: Approved

NEW BUSINESS

Urban Supervisor Applications - The City has brought to our attention that our Urban
Supervisors are supposed to be appointed by them, and this has not been done for the 2023-2026
term. We need to go through the proper process to have 2 Urban Supervisors appointed to the SCD
board. They have received 3 applications to consider, the city has asked for our recommendations
to take into consideration for the appointments. Mr. Harrington has applied and was present and
waived his right to privacy. He explained his qualifications and his in depth knowledge of the law.
He read aloud CFR 200- 318 which refers to conflict of interest. He was asked if he was currently
working in construction and answered yes, but stated he would never bid on anything concerning
the SCD board. The board thanked him for his information.

Motion to send all 3 applications to the city for the city council to make the decision: Noel
Seconded: Butch Discussion: The city has not advertised this position, so we do not
know if there are other interested applicants. The oversight needs to be corrected quickly
so we have a quorum if one of the 4 members is unavailable. Vote: Approved

CCD Public Document Request - We have sent the cost estimate to the CCD for the Good
Neighbor Agreement request but have heard nothing back. Ms. Bailey, the CCD administrator, was
present and spoke up that she did not agree with the cost and that the document could be emailed.
The SCD board adopted the current guidelines on 2/4/2025. The $2 fee per page has been in place
for along time. Ms. Papez stated that MCA states that cost has to reflect what it actually costs us to
produce the document. CCD Admin quoted from our minutes what the SCD rate of pay is and asked
where we came up with the $45 price. Board used another CDs policy as reference. Board asked for
this to be on the agenda again next month and we will re-evaluate the cost.

CCD Legal Matter - Attempted to close the meeting to discuss legal matters. Mr. Harrington
informed us of MCA 2-3-203, Ms. Papez clarified that sub section 4b states that when both parties in
the legal matter are public bodies the meeting may not be closed to discuss legal strategy. Mr. Nixon
spoke as the Carbon County Attorney and clarified that Ms. Papez was contracted by his office to
handle this matter. Mr. Nixon understands that the 2 Districts used to have a good & cooperative
relationship and is concerned that the public information is not free flowing between the districts.
Mr. Nixon appreciates that SCD stepped in when CCD needed us to. Now however we need to
separate the districts. He wanted to meet the board and that is why he came to the meeting.

Motion to table this issue until SCD also has legal representation: Noel

Seconded: Steve

Discussion: We have a contractual responsibility for these projects, and we need to know
what our liability is. Ms. Papez clarified that her letter refers to the Good Neighbor
Agreement with the Forest Service, not the EWP or ARPA projects. Sharon clarified that we
have been informed that the Forestry project is unlikely to happen if we void our
agreement. Ms. Papez clarified the cease & desist request is still in place and the CCD may
pursue judicial intervention. Noel stated that there was a motion on the floor that needed
to be voted on. Chairman closed the discussion and asked for a vote. Vote: Approved
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Mr. Nixon asked for a clarification of when that will be and was told we had to go through
our process of obtaining counsel.

Conservation Days - We would like to move this to the fall. After speaking with the schools last

year, we believe we would get more attendance during a September date.

Motion to reschedule Conservation Days to a fall date: Noel
Seconded: Steve Discussion: None Vote: Approved

OLD BUSINESS

310 APPLICATIONS AND COMPLAINTS

APPL. # | Name Stream Project Accepted | Decision

25-005 MRL Yellowstone | From Violation (2-12-2025 | Motion to Approve the
application for the work
after the fact: Steve
Second: Butch
Discussion: None

Vote: Approved

COMPLAINTS/VIOLATIONS
#23-064V & 23-070V - MRL Violations - Fees have been paid in full

Motion to close both violations and for the chairman to sign the release letter
asked for by MRL: Noel
Seconded: Butch Discussion: None Vote: Approved

#25-002CV - Complaint on Ponds Being Built on Little Rocky Creek - On 2/10/25 Mr.
Hertzler came into the office and picked up his public document request along with a copy
of the cease & desist letter. Mr. Hertzler stopped by the office on 3/3/25 and asked for an
extension to submit his application as they have been out of town.

Motion to extend application deadline to March 24, 2025: Noel

Seconded: Butch Discussion: None Vote: Approved

#25-006CV - East Rosebud Creek Ponds in Stream - Information was provided by a
partner agency of 8 in stream ponds built without a permit above Power’s bridge. The SCD
obtained drone footage of the site and showed it during the meeting.

Motion to accept the complaint, find it as a violation & send a letter: Noel

Seconded: Butch Discussion: None Vote: Approved

MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING: Butch SECONDED: Noel MEETING ADJOURNED AT: 7:24

310 Applications must be received by 12pm seven days prior to the meeting and have been inspected to be reviewed. Agenda items must be submitted to the
CD Office by Noon the Monday before the scheduled meeting. Agendas are available at the CD Office upon request and at stillwatercd.org once finalized. All
meetings of the CD are open to the public. Meetings may be recorded by the district for note taking purposes and then will be destroyed once minutes are
approved. Once approved the minutes will be available at stillwatercd.org and the County Clerk and Recorders Office.
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