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June 3, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Location: USDA Service Center Conference Room (334 N. 9t Street, Columbus, MT)
Meeting called to order by: Bob at 6:05pm

Supervisors: Robert Van Oosten (Chairman), Noel Keogh (Vice Chairman), Butch Behrent (Treasurer), Steve Story
{Secretary), Darryl Thompson (Associate Member)

Supervisors Approved Absent: 3 vacant seats

Others Invited: Sharon Flemetis (District Admin), Bryan Giordano (FWP)

Guests: - Jackie Pappas, (CCD Attorney), Amy Bailey (CCD Admin), John Simmons (Stillwater Resident), Linda
Halstead-Acharya (County News)

*Public Comment*
* 3 Minute Limit * The Public will conduct themselves in a professional manner or be asked to leave. *

REPORTS

Bob Van Oosten - reported on the Whispering Pines subdivision and County Line Meats application. The subdivision was
approved with minor modifications. County Line Meats, a processing facility without on-site butchering, received permitting
approval. Bob noted challenging terrain issues related to the subdivision.

Butch Behrent - discussed an upcoming pasture walk, likely scheduled for September, which is dependent on funding
availability.

Noel Keogh - described post-event activities including a weed pull and a river float. He shared news of a FEMA-funded project
(RAT3) focusing on flood management studies for the Stillwater and Rosebud Rivers. He emphasized the need for skilled
rowers and potential project funding.

Steve Story — No Report

Darryl Thompson — No Report
Sharon Flemetis— No Report

UNAPPROVED MINUTES

Motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of previous meetings:
May 6, 2025 Board Minutes-Motion: Noe/ Seconded: Butch Discussion: None Vote: Approved
May 6, 2025 Board Minutes CLOSED Meeting-Motion: Noe/ Seconded: Steve Discussion: None Vote: Approved

FINANCIAL REPORTS

Grant Updates to the Board - USFS, ARPA No updates for this meeting

Financial Reports - Motion to approve: Butch Seconded: Noe! Discussion: No unusual activity; one month
remains in the fiscal year Vote: Approved

Monthly Warrants - Approval for payment the warrants: Custer CD (tree delivery), Yellowstone News Group (advertising),
Stillwater CD (funds transfer), Schumacher’s Nursery (trees), reimbursements for cell phone and tree sale supplies.

Motion to approve: Noe!/ Seconded: Butch Discussion: None Vote: Approved

2025-2026 Budget - Motion to approve: Steve Seconded: Butch Discussion: Tree sales budgeted lower than prior
year, Not budgeting for grants (none guaranteed), Two staff positions included, Discussion on shortfall and anticipated
grant pursuit, Mills (tax revenues) expected to remain stable. Vote: Approved
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FY2026 Admin Grant applied for on 5/30/25 - Motion: Noe! Seconded: Steve Discussion: amount stated on
provided materials. Vote: Approved

FY2026 Accountability Assessment — Motion to Table: Noe! Seconded: Steve Discussion: Not ready—still
in review. Board will be sent material in advance for next month'’s discussion. Board thanked Daryl for his detailed
efforts. Vote: Approved

NEW BUSINESS

Urban Supervisor — Motion: Steve to recommend that the city place the Urban Supervisor applicant on their agenda.
Seconded: Noel. Discussion: The board expressed general support, citing the applicant’s background and interest in
HR and policy work. Dot, the applicant, acknowledged her limited riverbank experience but expressed willingness to
contribute to board duties, per her application Vote: Approved

OLD BUSINESS

POLICY: Recording of Board Meetings- Motion to Table: Steve Seconded: Butch Discussion: None Vote: Approved

Public Document Request Fees — Motion to Table: Steve Seconded: Noel Discussion: None Veote: Approved

310 APPLICATIONS AND COMPLAINTS

APPL. # Name Stream Project Accepted | Decision

25-012 Dave Ponto Stillwater River | Bridge replacement 3/31/25 Motion to Table: Noe/ Second: Steve
Discussion: pending Floodplain input
Vote: Approved

25-013 Howard Butler Stillwater River | Bank Stabilization 4/11/25 Motion by Noel -Clarified and
Approved as is with recommendation
to explore soft alternatives. Second:
Steve Discussion: Last month’s
approval with “modification” needed
clarification; in practice the board
recommended an alternative (soft
methods over full rip-rap).

Vote: Approved

25-015M Beasley-Runner-Sylvester Stillwater River | Headgate Maintenance 5/1/25 Motion: Bob - approve for 5 year
Ditch maintenance permit Second: Steve
Discussion: on granting annual
maintenance for gravel removal near
bridge and headgate; identified
legal/consistency concerns. Vote:

Approved
25-016 John Caroll/No Name Lower Grove Headgate repair 5/15/25 Motion: Bob - approve as Second: Noel
Ditch Ck Discussion: Headgate sustained 2022
flood damage Vote: Approved
25-017E David Turnbull Stillwater River | Rip Rap Repair from 5/19/25 Motion: Bob — emergency as is
previous project Second: Noel Discussion: Work already
completed; met specifications. Vote:
Approved
COMPL 0 S
#23- 052V & #23-065V -Krone No updates
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Ponds Issue (I[legal Pond Constructlon)

« Ongoing confusion involving DEQ (for dirt movement/discharge) and DNRC (for water rights).

* New complaint filed with DEQ re: excavation dirt being sold and unpermitted well filling.

 No water right has been filed for the ponds, and cumulative withdrawals would exceed exemption.

« Board’s challenge: Riprap application cannot be justifiably approved if its purpose is to protect an illegal pond.
o FWP unlikely to issue stocking permit due to unique local cutthroat population.

o Statute and inter-agency “grey area” still unresolved — guidance needed.

- -Li r P i m - Information was provided by a partner agency of
built “in stream ponds” & work done without a permit above Power’s bridge. The SCD obtained drone footage of the
site and showed it during the meeting. The site visit was done on May 1%, with FWP and USACE. Requesting
assistance from DNRC (5/6/25) Extended, contentious discussion between the board, Sharon, and Mr. John Simmons
regarding enforcement, complaint process, and response to multiple violations (ponds/dams, side channel blockages,
instream work).

The board d:scussed ongomg issues mvolvmg meoln s pond and berm work John Simmons raised concerns about
property impacts and lack of enforcement. Sharon Flemetis and Noel Keough explained the split of complaint #25-014CV
from others and referenced the motion from the prior meeting to involve DNRC legal assistance. Emotions escalated
briefly between parties during the exchange. No formal action was taken, but the board agreed to maintain monitoring
of the issue. Mr. John Simmons mentioned that Lincoln Powers has done work per Bob request (phone call with Lincoln).
SCD has not received any paperwork related to Lincoln doing work in the stream to open the channel to take relief off of
Simmons property. Work possibly done May 31°.

SAVE THE DATES:
June 3, 2025 - Monthly Board Meeting July 1, 2025 - Monthly Board Meeting Angust 5, — Monthly Board Meeting
June 19, 2025 - Juneteenth July 4, 2025 4" of July
June 25, 2025 - Site Inspections July 31, 2025 - Site Inspections

MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING: Butch SECONDED: Steve MEETING ADJOURNED AT: 7:34pm

310 Applications must be received by 12pm seven days prior to the meeting and have been inspected to be reviewed. Agenda items must be submitted to the
CD Office by Noon the Monday before the scheduled meeting. Agendas are available at the CD Office upon request and at stillwatercd.org once finalized. All
meetings of the CD are open to the public. Meetings may be recorded by the district for note taking purposes and then will be destroyed once ninutes are
approved. Once approved the minutes will be available at stillwatercd.org and the County Clerk and

Recorders Office.

Minutes respectfully submitted by: Sharon Flemetis W
Minutes Approved on Slgned by Bob Van Oosten /r_—‘_'
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