Stillwater Conservation District

Protecting Montana’s Natural Resources in Stillwater County
334 N. 9th Street o P.0. Box 48 ¢ Columbus, MT 59019 « 406-290-1544 « admin@stillwatercd.org o stillwatercd.org

§tu|lwaisr;

G OIISGINM ion

STILLWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT MEETING MINUTES

June 9, 2026 | 6:00 PM
Location: USDA Service Center Conference Room, 334 N. 9th Street, Columbus, MT
Meeting called to order by: Bob Van Qosten, Chairman, at 6:05 PM.
Supervisors Present: Bob Van Oosten (Chairman), Noel Keogh (Vice Chairman), Butch Behrent (Treasurer), Steve Story (Secretary), Lynda
Grande (Supervisor), Darryl Thompson (Associate Member).
Others Present: Sharon Flemetis (District Administrator), Garrett Larson (NRCS), Bill Murphy (Public).
Approved Absent: 2 vacant seats.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Chairman Van Qosten invited public comment. Bill Murphy was the only member of the public present; no public comment was offered.
REPORTS

Bob Van Qosten: Noted he missed two planning board meetings due to travel to Salt Lake City for a medical diagnosis and subsequent procedure.

Butch Behrent: Distributed handouts regarding the Stillwater Valley Watershed Council's Three W's Workshop, scheduled from 4:00-6:00 PM with a format change
from prior years. Also noted the Watershed's Annual Celebration on August 6th at The Ridge; ticket price is S40.

Noel Keogh: Reported on FWP's program to increase regional trout survivability in the upper Stillwater. A Zoom meeting with all affected landowners is scheduled for
June 17th at 3:30 PM, hosted by Gooch Engineering, which has completed preliminary plans. If the project advances, an engineering grant application through SVWC and
possibly SCD may follow. Noted the Watershed is also offering scholarships for families to attend Range Days; no commitments have been secured to date.

Lynda Grande: No report other than participation in a recent site visit with Sharon.

Steve Story: Attended the last Yellowstone River Conservation District Council (YRCDC) meeting. New channel migration zone maps were presented. The YRCDC is
working with Custer CD to pursue a grant targeting invasive species (wild buckthorn) along the river.

Darryl Thompson: No report.

Garrett Larson (NRGS): Reported NRCS is approximately 60-70% through obligating current funding into contracts and expects to be busy throughout field
season, particularly on range inventory work. Larson discussed a new funding opportunity through Working Lands for Wildlife focused on conifer encroachment (Rocky
Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine) inte potential native grasslands and sagebrush flats, with benefits for upland bird habitat, mule deer range, and grazing
productivity. Larson departed following his report.

Sharon Flemetis: Report incorporated into Financial Report.

UNAPPROVED MINUTES

Discrepancy in the May 5, 2026 meeting minutes regarding violation cases #25-006CV and #25-014CV. The minutes reflected a response period of "expected within six
months,” which admin and several board members stated they did not recall.

Motion: Bob Van Oosten moved to correct the May 5, 2026 minutes by striking the phrase "expected within six months" from the
violation discussion. Seconded: Lynda Grande Discussion: It was determined the transcript of the recording likely captured a side conversation

referencing the six months of inactivity rather than a board-directed deadline. Vote: Unanimous — Carried
Following correction, a motion was made to approve the minutes as corrected.

Motion: Steve Story moved to approve the May 5, 2026 meeting minutes as corrected. Seconded: Lynda Grande Discussion: None
Vote: Unanimous — Carried

FINANCIAL REPORTS

District Administrator presented the financial reports. All reports were run through june 10, 2026, to capture payroll and tax activity.

Financial Repert: The Profit & Loss and Balance Sheet were reviewed. Total cash on hand is approximately $16,122 across all accounts; $7,282 is restricted for the
Montana Range Days CD. Accounts receivable of S331 represent anticipated deposits not yet received. Effective available operating cash are approximately $8,500. A
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reimbursement of $11,795.72 from the U.S. Forest Service {(Armstrong Creek forestry project) is expected to be deposited by June 12, 2026. A check for the same
amount issued to Hydro Solutions has not yet been cashed; once it clears and the reimbursement is received, the USFS account will wash.

Tree Program — Financial Summary: A separate tree program report was presented. Total income of $22,636.28 (trees, plants, weed fabric, seed mix — 2025
and 2026 seasons) against expenses of $14,815.47 yields a net program result of approximately $7,820.81. Leftover trees have been potted and will be offered at a fall
sale. An inventory list will be presented at the July meeting.

Motion: Steve Story moved to accept the financial report. Seconded: Butch Behrent Discussion: None Vote: Unanimous — Carried

Monthly Warrants: The hank register reflecting all withdrawals and deposits since the May 5, 2026 board meeting. All listed warrants have been paid.

Motion: Lynda Grande moved to approve payment of the monthly warrants. Seconded: Noel Keogh Discussion: None Vete: Unanimous
— Carried

Cash Flow Management:

Motion: Lynda Grande moved to table cash flow management to the July 2026 board meeting. Seconded: Noel Keogh Discussion: The
board discussed the District's cash position. Monthly operating expenses consist primarily of payroll, taxes, and insurance. No immediate action is required; the item was
tabled to the July meeting for monitoring. Vote: Unanimous — Carried

Consolidation of Yellowstone Bank SCD Accounts:

Motion: Steve Story moved to close accounts ending 9361 and 4096 and transfer remaining balances to account ending 9284.
Seconded: Butch Behrent Discussion: District Administrator recommended closing two dormant EWP (Emergency Watershed Protection) accounts — account
ending 9361 and account ending 4096 — as both programs have been closed for over a year. Remaining balances will be transferred to the District's main checking
account (ending 9284). Vote: Unanimous — Carried

NEW BUSINESS

New Business: No new business was presented.

OLD BUSINESS

0ld Business: No old business items outside of 310 matters and violations below.

310 APPLICATIONS AND COMPLAINTS

District Administrator presented the following 310 permit applications and complaints. All motions, seconds, and votes are noted in the table below.

Appl. # | Name Stream Project Received = Motion Seconded = Vote

26-0m McCallum W.Rosebud Crk ~ Bank stabilization / flow 6/2/26 Lynda Noel Keogh  Carried — Tabled at applicant's
deflection Grande request

26-016C Rich Shine (Dolan Ln) Stillwater River ~ Complaint — work done in 6/4/26 Noel Keogh | Steve Story ~ Carried — Accepted as violation
stream without permit

26-012 Rich Shine (Dolan Ln) Stillwater River  work to access water for 6/2/26 Lynda Noel Keogh | Carried — Approved Corrective
irrigation purposes Grande action (26-016C) & 5-year

maintenance permit with conditions
of revegetating disturbed areas and
perform weed control

26-014C Steffanich / Town of Rosebud Creek  Complaint — work done in 5/15/26 | Lynda Noel Keogh = Carried — Accepted as violation
Absarokee Ditch stream without permit Grande

26-015 Steffanich / Town of Rosebud Creek = Corrective action (26-014C) 5/29/26 | Steve Story | Noel Keogh | Carried — Approved Corrective

Absarokee Ditch action (26-014C)
26-013E Steffanich / Town of Rosebud Creek Emergency work to access 5/29/26 | Lynda Noel Keogh | Carried — Approved with conditions
Absarokee Ditch water for irrigation purposes Grande of revegetating disturbed areas and
perform weed control
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Notes on 310 Actions:

26-011 — McCallum: At the applicant's request, this application was tabled pending change in scope of work. The current proposal for bank stabilization and flow
deflection near the fishtail bridge area on West Rosebud Creek raised concerns from FWP (Bryan Giordano) regarding proposed filling of undercut banks and a channel
diversion. The applicant also requested SCD staff search historical records {approximately 1970-1992) related to prior bridge stabilization work. The application
remains incomplete pending five additional items requested by the District Administrator on June 1. If a revised application is submitted, it will return as 26-011R1.

26-016C / 26-012 — Rich Shine (Dolan Lane): Darryl Thompson reported that landowner Rich Shine excavated approximately 300 lineal feet of a Stillwater
River side channel on his property at the Dofan subdivision, believing it to be an irrigation ditch. The board accepted the complaint as a viofation (#26-016C). Shine
subsequently submitted a 310 application for corrective action and a request for an annual maintenance permit (#26-012) covering the full channel from the culvert
outlet on Ted's property through the Dolan subdivision (~1,800 total lineal feet). Board approved the corrective 310 and approved a five-year maintenance plan with a
recommendation to revegetate disturbed area and address weed control. Floodplain and Army Corps concurrence are pending.

26-014C / 26-015 / 26-013E — Steffanich / Town of Absarokee Ditch: The complaint arose from work done without a permit at the Town of Absarokee
ditch intake on Rosebud Creek, discovered during a prior site inspection. Concrete barriers (jersey barriers) and a large amount of rock had been placed across the
channel, completely blocking flow. The board accepted the complaint as a violation (#26-014C), approved corrective action (#26-015) with conditions ta comply with
Section 318 authorization and all other required permits and to revegetate disturbed bank areas and perform weed control, and approved the emergency work (#26-
013E) to reopen the channel, which had already been completed. The applicant (represented by Bill Murphy) was advised that future head gate installation will require a
separate 310 application and DNRC water rights process. A new maintenance permit covering the subject area will also be required going forward.

COMPLAINTS / VIOLATIONS

#23-052V & #23-065V — Krone: No update. District Admin reported she emailed requesting a status update for the board meeting and received no response.
Monitoring continues.

Powers requiring 310 permit applications for violations #25-006CV and #25-014CV within 30 days, with notice that failure to comply may result in
resumption of fines and further legal enforcement action. Seconded: Butch Behrent Discussion: The board discussed the lack of progress on both
violations (Lincoln Ponds on E. Resebud Creek side channel and berm closing off a side channel). No 310 permit applications have been submitted to the District. The
draft letter will be circulated to the board and te SCD attorney Caitlin Overland (Overland Legal Services) for review prior to emailing & mailing.

Vote: Unanimous — Carried

SAVE THE DATE
June 19 — Holiday July 7, 2026 — Board Meeting Sept 1, 2026 — Board Meeting
July 3 — Holiday Aug 4, 2026 — Board Meeting

ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn: Butch Behrent Seconded: Steve Story Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:28 PM.

This meeting is recorded for minute preparation and internal use only. Recordings are not retained under SCD policy. 310 Applications must be received by 12pm seven days prior to the meeting
or otherwise approved to come in late and have been inspected to be reviewed. Agenda items must be submitted to the CD Office by Noon the Monday before the scheduled meeting. Agendas are
available at the CD Office upon request and at stillwatercd org once finalized. All meetings of the CD are open to the public. Once approved the minutes will be available at stillwatercd.org and
the County Clerk and Recorders Office.

All Meetings with SCD will be recorded and the recording is a tool to help the SCDBS or SCDA with the creation of meeting minutes, onlv. Audio recordings of any meeting with the SCD will be
retained until after the minutes of that particular meeting have been adopted by the SCD Board. This will allow space for future audio recording

Minutes respectfully submitted by: Sharon Flemetis

Minutes Approved on 7, // ‘/// c Signed by Bob Van Oosten 4 "’7/
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